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SUBJECT ISRAEL'S F-16 REQUEST 

1 . I HAVE JUST SEEN FOR THE FIRST TIME A PAPER, WHICH 
PURPORTS TO HAVE COME THROUGH ME TO THE SECRETARY AND WHICH 
WAS PUT ON THE PLANE LAST SUNDAY, DISCUSSING OPTIONS FOR 
DEALING WITH ISRAEL'S REQUEST FOR F-16S AND COPRODUCTION 
RIGHTS. 

2. MY STRONGLY HELD VIEW ON THE COPRODUCTION QUESTION IS 
THAT WE SHOULD GIVE NO ENCOURAGEMENT TO ISRAEL THAT WE 
WOULD BE WILLING TO CONSIDER F-16 COPRODUCTION NOW OR AT 
SOME FUTURE DATE. ON THE CONTRARY WE SHOULD TRY TO 
DISABUSE THEM EARLY OF THIS IDEA, NOT ONLY FOR THE COST 
REASONS IDENTIFIED IN THE PAPER (COSTS WE WILL INEVITABLY 
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HAVE TO FINANCE) BUT FOR POLITICAL REASONS AS WELL. SUCH 
COPRODUCTION WILL, LIKE THE KFIR, BE A CONTINUING SOURCE 
OF SERIOUS US-ISRAELI TENSION. IN ADDITION, WE HAVE A 
POTENTIAL PROBLEM OF RECONCILING THE ISRAELI PROPOSAL WITH 
THE CONDITIONAL COMMITMENT WE HAVE TO PROVIDE PARTICIPATION 
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WHO ARE ALSO COPRODUCING F-16S. I RECOGNIZE THE IMPORT- 
ANCE OF THE F-16 ISSUE IN THE MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS BUT 
FOR ALL OF THE REASONS NOTED ABOVE, I WOULD URGE A STIFF 
LINE ON THE MATTER OF COPRODUCTION. CHRISTOPHER 
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